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Joining the National Flood
Insurance Program

Flood Insurance Act of 1968. The NFIP is a Federal program
enabling property owners in participating communities to
purchase insurance as a protection against flood losses in

exchange for State and community floodplain management
regulations that reduce future flood damages. Over 20,000
communities participate in the Program.

The decision on whether to join the NFIP
is very important for a community. There is
no Federal law that requires a community to
join the Program and community
participation is voluntary. A benefit of
participation is that your citizens are
provided the opportunity to purchase flood
insurance to protect themselves from flood
losses. Another consideration is that a
community
that has been identified by the Department of
Homeland Security's Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) as being
flood-prone and has not joined the NFIP
within one
year of being notified of being mapped as
flood-prone will be sanctioned.

This means that Federal agencies cannot
provide financial assistance for buildings in
flood hazards areas . FEMA is required by
law to identify and map the Nation's flood-
prone areas . The identification of flood
hazards serves many important purposes.
Identifying flood hazards creates an
awareness of the hazard, especially for those
who live and work in flood-prone area s.
Maps provide States and communities with
the information needed for land use planning
and to reduce flood risk to floodplain
development and implement other health and
safety requirements through codes and
regulations. States and communities can also
use the information for emergency
management.

To participate in the NFIP, a community
must adopt and enforce floodplain
management regulations that meet or exceed

the minimum requirement s of the Program.
These requirements are intended to prevent
loss of life and property and reduce taxpayer
costs for disaster relief, as well as minimize
economic and social hardships that result
from flooding.

When FEMA provides a community with
a flood hazard map, the community should
carefully review these maps and determine
whether flood insurance and floodplain
management would benefit the community
and its citizens. In making the decision
whether to join the NFIP, communities need
to keep in mind that homeowners' insurance
policies generally do not cover flood losses,
and many homeowners and other property
owners are often unaware that their property
is flood -prone. Even if your community has
not been identified as flood prone by
FEMA, your community can still join the
NFIP. By participating in the NFIP,
property owners throughout the community
will be able to
purchase flood insurance.

Communities that have been identified as
flood-prone by FEMA need to keep in mind
that property owners in a non —participating
community are ineligible for most forms of
disaster assistance within the identified flood
hazard areas. This does not affect
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communities that have not had flood hazards identified
by FEMA. What must a community do to join the
NFIP?

To join the Program, the community must submit
an application package that includes the following
information:

» Application For Participation In the National Flood
Insurance Program (FEMA Form 81-54):

This one-page form asks for the following
information:

- Community name

- Chief Executive Officer

- Person responsible for administering the community's
floodplain management program

- Community repository for public inspection of flood
maps

- Estimates of land area, population, and number of
structures in and outside the floodplain

* Resolution of Intent: The community must adopt a
resolution of intent, which indicates an explicit desire
to participate in the NFIP and commitment to
recognize flood hazards and carry out the objectives of
the Program.

* Floodplain Management Regulations: The
community must adopt and submit floodplain
management regulations that meet or exceed the
minimum floodplain management requirements of the
NFIP.

Please contact your FEMA Regional Office or the
NFIP State Coordinating Agency for information
about joining the Program. These offices will provide
an application, sample resolution. And a model
floodplain management ordinance. (See "For
Assistance" on the back page for contact information)

What are the requirements that a community must
adopt?

The NFIP requirements arc designed to ensure that
new buildings and substantially improved existing
buildings in flood-prone areas arc protected from flood
damages. The minimum NFIP floodplain management
requirements that a community must adopt are located
in Tide44 of the Code of Federal Regulations (44
CFR) section 60.3. The specific requirements that a
community must adopt depend on the type of flood
hazard data that is provided to the community by
FEMA.

In addition to meeting the requirements of the
NFIP, a community's floodplain management

regulations must be legally enforceable. This
means that the regulation s must meet applicable
provisions of State enabling laws. which
authorize communities to enact and enforce
floodplain management regulations and be
adopted through a process that meets applicable
State and local due process procedures.

State authority for floodplain management
varies from State to State. Some States require
that communities regulate floodplains to a
higher standard than the minimum NFIP
requirements force certain aspects of floodplain
management. Some States have a requirement
that communities must submit their floodplain
management regulations to the State for
approval. Communities should contact the State
NFIP Coordinating Agency for assistance on
specific State requirement s that must also be
met.

As indicated above, the FEMA Regional Office
or the NFIP State Coordinating Agency can
provide the community with a model floodplain
management ordinance and guidance on the
specific requirements the community will need
to adopt .

What type of regulations can a community
adopt?

Community floodplain management regulations
are usually

found in the following types of regulations :
zoning ordinances, building codes, subdivision
ordinance, sanitary regulations, and "stand alone
" floodplain management ordinances. How your
community approaches floodplain management
depend s on State laws and regulations and also
how your community chooses to manage its
flood hazards.

What happens if a community is identified as
flood -prone, but does not join the NFIP? The
following sanctions apply if a community does
not qualify for participation in the NFIP within
one year of being identified as flood-prone by
FEMA. Non-participating communities that
have not been identified as flood-prone by
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FEMA are not subject to these sanctions. and the Department of Veteran Affairs will not be

* Property owners will not be able to purchase NFIP provided in identified flood hazard areas.

flood insurance policies and existing policies will not be » Federally insured or regulated lending institution s,
renewed. such as banks and credit unions, are allowed to make
* Federal grants or loans for development will not be conventional loans for insurable buildings in flood
available in identified flood hazard areas under hazard area s of non-participating communities.
programs administered by Federal agencies such as the However, the lender must notify applicants that the
Department of Housing and Urban Development, property is in a flood hazard area and that the
Environmental Protection Agency, and Small Business property is not eligible for Federal disaster assistance.
Administration. Some lenders may voluntarily choose not to make

* Federal disaster assistance for flood damage will not these loans.

be provided to repair insurable buildings located in
identified flood hazard areas .

* Federal mortgage insurance or loan guarantees, such
as those written by the Federal Housing Administration

IMPORTANT FACTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Floods are the most common and most costly natural disaster In the United
States. Before most forms of Federal disaster assistance can be offered, the
President must declare a major disaster. Flood insurance claims are paid
whether or not a disaster has been presidentially declared. The most common
form of Federal disaster assistance is a loan, which must be paid back with
interest.

There are about4.7million flood insurance policies in force in more than
20.000 communities across the U.S. Over the life of a 30-year mortgage, there is
a 26-percent (or 1 in 4) chance that a building in a floodplain will experience a
flood that will equal or exceed the one percent chance flood (100-year flood).

Since 1969.the NFIP has paid over $14billion in flood insurance claims that
have helped hundreds of thousands of families recover from flood disasters.
Approximately 25% of all claims paid by the NFIP are for policies outside of the
mapped floodplain.

CAN YOUR COMMUNITY AFFORD NOT TO PARTICIPATE?
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If your community needs assistance to join the

NFIP, you can contact the FEMA regional office WhO are aImOSt unique

below. You can also contact your respective

state coordinating agency for the NFIP. Go to i i 1H
http://www.fema.gov/fima/floodplain.shtm for a In haVIng the ablllty to
listing of the FEMA Regional Offices and the |earn from the eXperienCE

NFIP State Coordinating Agencies.

Region IX - Arizona, California, Hawaii,
Nevada, American Samoa, Guam, Marshall are also remarkable for
Islands, and Northern Mariana Island, 1111
Broadway Street, Suite 1200, Oakland, CA

94607, 510-627-7100

Human beings,

of others,

their apparent
disinclination to do so.

- Douglas Adams, athor of
The Hitch Hiker's Guide to the
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WednesdayOctober8, 2008,
7 p.m.September6 raeeting

will be held at the Graham
County General Services
Building, 921 Thatcher Blvd.,
Safford, AZ Arizona

WednesdayNovember 12
20085 p.mThe Arizona
Department of Agriculture
Livestock and Crop
Conservation Grant Program
Workshop. Come and see how
to be granted funding for
projects for your ranch!

7 p.m.Septemberd regular
meeting will be held at the
Graham County General
Services Building, 921 Thatcher
Blvd., Safford, AZ Arizona

Galaxy
Our partners include:
The Office of Congressman Rick Coronado RC&D
Renzi Gila Valley NRCD
Arizona Department of Agriculture Discovery Park
Arizona Department of Farm Bureau
Environmental Quality Graham County
Arizona Department of Greenlee County
Transportation Gila Valley Irrigation District
Arizona Department of Water Natural Resource Conservation
Resources Service
Arizona Game and Fish Phelps Dodge Mining Company
Department University of Arizona
Arizona Geological Survey Cooperative Extension
Arizona State Land Department University of Arizona NEMO Project
Bureau of Land Management U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
City of Safford U.S. Forest Service i Apache Sitgreaves
Town of Thatcher and Coronado Forests
Town of Pima U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Town of Duncan And many community members

Get involved in your watershed

For more information, contact Jan Holder at the Gila Watershed Partnership,
711 S. 14tAvenue, 85546, 528190374 emaitwatershedholder@yahoo.com


http://www.fema.gov/fima/floodplain.shtm

